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The picture on the cover was designed as an Easter card to 
the — th Division in France. 

Every man in the division received a copy of it. On the back 
were printed these words, which are here reproduced because 
they summarise the teaching that is contained in this book : — 

THE MESSAGE OF EASTER DAY. 
" Now is Christ risen from the Dead," means for you : — 

1. The fear of death is gone since DEATH IS ONLY THE 
GATE OFX.IFE, wonderful and magnificent. 

2. Don't say " Poor Chap," when one of your friends is 
"killed in action." God does not allow anything good to be 
wasted. 

3. Since Christ is risen He is still alive to help you to do 
your difficult job well and cheerfully. He knows what it means 
to leave a good home, since for your sake He left his home in 
heaven for thirty-three years. 

4. JUSTICE may for a while be trampled under foot, even 
as Christ was crucified on the Cross, but in the end it wins. 
Therefore, don't ever get downhearted about the result of the 
war. Belgium also will rise from the dead and the Allies will 
win in the end. 

All this is certain if we accept the Christian faith and act 
upon it. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 



In the absence of the author on active service, 
it has been my privilege to see these pages 
through the press. I should like to add that 
the author's royalties will be given to the Old 
Comrades' Association of the Devonshire Regi- 
ment. G. D. 
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PREFACE 



The author has asked me, as a soldier, to write a 
few words of Preface to his treatise on the Soldier's 
Faith. I at first refused point blank, but now, 
after reading it, I am glad that I recalled my 
refusal. It seems to me that it expresses the great 
truths of life — it expresses what true religion is, 
and it recognises how much true religion still 
remained in England in August, 1914, and among 
the people of England, though it may not have had 
the official blessing of the Church. 

What a war does is real, as the author points 
out, and it is realities that matter in the Army, 
and in fact in all this struggling world. The whole 
ethical standard of England, the love of justice 
and of truth, the readiness to sacrifice oneself to 
uphold these principles is not based on pure ethics 
but on the teaching of Christ ; even though the 
connection may not always be recognised. 

As a soldier, I am convinced that no man can 
bear the terrific strain he is called to stand in war, 
if he trusts entirely in his own will and strength. 
He must have a Faith. He must be able to feel 
that after he has done his best, made all his plans, 
made all arrangements, that the result is in Higher 
and Greater Hands. That knowledge supports 
men and leaves them calm and fearless. 

I return to emphasise two points in the author's 
arguments. In the first he lays himself out to 
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show how necessary God's place is in the educa- 
tion which fits a man for battle. I would add how 
necessary He is in the education which fits a people 
for war. And as war has come in the great struggle 
of the Right to overcome the Wrong, and as war 
will surely come from the same cause again, it is 
necessary if a people desire to live rightly and to 
uphold the right that they shall be fit for war 
when the necessity arises. It is therefore evident 
that in peace God must have a great and real place 
in our education. He must leave His impress on 
our moral principles, and our moral principles are 
required for the support and guidance of life in 
peace as well as for war. 

The second point I would emphasise is, in the 
author's words, that " Moral qualities are of 
primary importance in a soldier's life, and that 
God is the Lord and Giver of these. ... It is 
therefore upon moral qualities that the issue of 
the war must in the long run depend." A real 
Faith in God and His justice and His Power in the 
end, whatever happens, to make Right conquer, 
is a very great support to courage ; in fact I might 
say without exaggeration it is an absolute neces- 
sity for the maintenance of our courage. 

If the Church will recognise that moral qualities 
are the gift of God and will emphasise that truth 
as fundamental to all its teaching, it will again 
make religion real in England, because moral 
qualities are realities, which can be known and 
understood by all. 

H. P. GOUGH. 

July, 1917. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The English nation as a whole has at present no 
adequate conception of the part God can play in 
this war. As I walk down the streets of London 
on ten days' leave from France my eye catches at 
every turn large posters with quotations from the 
speeches of Admiral Sir D. Beatty and General 
Sir William Robertson calling upon the nation to 
give their thoughts to religion. In the circum- 
stances in which we find ourselves these men are 
the champions of our destiny and their words con- 
tain a challenge which no patriot can ignore. 

The National Mission has come and gone, and, 
whatever may be the reason, its call has had no 
appreciable effect upon the nation as a whole. 
But here is a summons of a very different kind. 
Some men mistrusted the National Mission, some 
men thought it was misplaced, but no man who 
loves his country can feel that any of the reasons 
which prevented him from responding to the call 
of the National Mission will serve as an adequate 
excuse for his ignoring the challenge that comes 
to him from such lips as those of the Chief of the 
Imperial Staff, and the Admiral in command of 
our Fleet. 

9 
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We say no patriot can ignore such a challenge. 
If our diagnosis of John Bull is at all correct he 
does not in the least wish to ignore it. What 
puzzles him in his heart is that he does not see 
what God can do in a war like this. That warfare 
is of the Devil no one who has had any real ex- 
perience of the horrors of this War doubts for one 
moment. 

" You have had," said a doctor to me at the 
beginning of the War, " nearly 2000 years of 
Christianity, and look at the result. Never was 
there a time in the history of the world when so 
much suffering and so much pain were inflicted 
upon each other by Christian nations." This is 
not fair to God. We have had more than 2000 
years of medical science, yet never in the history 
of the world have we seen our hospitals so full. 
It is not medicine or surgery which fills the hospi- 
tals ; they are there to empty them. Neither was 
it Christ who caused the War. He came to bring 
Peace on Earth and Goodwill to Men. When we 
talk of God as though He were in any way respon- 
sible for this agony of the world we need to remind 
ourselves of His comment in the case of the woman 
suffering from an issue of blood. " Lo ! Satan 
hath bound thee these ten years," and it is Satan, 
not God, who rejoices to witness the misery that 
is now in the world. At all times and in all places 
our Lord did His best to relieve human suffering 
wherever it confronted Him, and if we will but 
trust Him he will no more fail us to-day than He 
failed the Jews of old. 

But if, as we insist, God did not cause the War, 
it is at any rate clear that He allows it. Why He 
allows it is a big question, not without an answer, 
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but outside the scope of this book. The fact that 
He allows it is one of the data from which we start. 
How long will He continue to allow it ? is of coarse 
much the same question, and though the reader 
will find no attempt in this book to argue the 
point, he will find in it traces of the underlying 
thought, " until the world has learnt its lesson." 

It was not God who caused the War, but dis- 
regard of God, and only a revival of love for God 
will bring it to its right conclusion. 

It is well to make these points clear from the 
outset. Here the reader will merely find an 
answer to the question how God can exert His 
power in this War. God's arm is not shortened. 
The Lord is King, be the earth never so unquiet. 
He could if He wished enforce His statutes now, 
but that is not His way with the world. He will 
enforce His statutes as soon as the world shows 
its fitness and willingness to receive them. 

Two years' service abroad have left me so out 
of touch with life at home that I do not feel 
qualified to work out in detail the argument here 
put forth as it applies to the nation as a whole. 
I do feel, however, that I have seen enough of 
warfare and enough of battle to have a tolerably 
clear idea of the way in which God can manifest 
His power among fighting troops. Most books 
dealing with religion and the War have discussed 
the effect of war on religion. The object of this 
essay is to discuss the effect of religion on war. 
If the reader is sympathetic he will perfectly well 
be able to translate the argument into the terms 
of his own life, whether that life is spent on the 
high seas, at the lathe, or in the clerk's office. 

The book divides itself into three chapters, of 



Digitized by 



I* THE GOD OP BAfTCLES 



which the second is the central point. All- that: 
comes before, and the little that comes after are 
merely the setting in which the teaching con- 
tained in that chapter needs to be placed in order 
for it to be understood. 

It is hoped that this essay may be of some 
assistance not merely to the troops in the fighting 
line, although it speaks mainly of them. They 
have no opportunity for reading, and probably 
very few of them will read it. It may, however, 
be of some assistance to all those who are genuinely 
in the dark with regard to the problem of what it 
is that God can do in war. To that wider public 
the book is an appeal, an appeal to open their eyes 
to the inner meaning of this War in the firm con- 
viction that only by so doing can the nation as a 
whole bring it to a victorious conclusion at the 
earliest possible moment. 

It is quite impossible to mention by name the 
various people who, in reality, have contributed 
to this work. Some few have helped by argument 
and discussion, but the real author of it, in so far 
as it is true, is the fighting soldier in the front line 
who pleads, not by the words of his . hps, but by 
the works of his hands, whose religion is indeed 
inarticulate, but is indeed real. And at bottom it 
is this religion which inspires him to do his work 
so well amidst all the supreme hardships of a life 
of active service. 

For two years past I have tried to find voice for 
this religion that is in him, convinced as I am that 
it only needs to become articulate in order to be 
recognised on all hands as being the fount and in- 
spiration of all that makes him what he is. Herein 
lies the one sure and: certain promise of such a 
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victory over Germany as alone will satisfy the 
conscience of mankind. We may reach that end 
by other roads, but if it is by other roads that we 
elect to go, the way will be longer, and the fruits 
6f victory less permanent. Conscious as I am of 
how inadequately I have during the past two 
years revealed to the men whom it is my privilege 
to serve the light of this inspiring force, I feel con- 
strained to offer to a wider public the thoughts 
which I am daily struggling to express in language 
'that the men can understand. 

Lest the reader should think that, in the pages 
that follow, I have used a flippancy which borders 
upon irreverence in dealing with subjects so 
serious, I would only plead, in the first place, that 
flippancy is the salt of that life in France which 
has been my diet for the last two years. The 
question which Bairnsfather's picture portrays : — 

" What's that, Bill?" 
" Trench Mortar," 
"Ours or theirs?" 

is not really a laughing matter at all. Trench 
mortars are never a laughing matter to those 
who've got to face them, and the question whether 
that particular trench mortar was fired by us or 
by the Boche was really a very practical question 
demanding immediate consideration, and perhaps 
instant action. Of course, if it was a German 
trench mortar there is nothing to be done but 
" Bide where you're to," as they say in Devon- 
shire. But still the spirit of humour in Bairns- 
father's pictures is an asset of priceless value in 
France, and the spirit that can appreciate that 
humour is not the least of the qualities which, in 
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the long run, has made the civilian British Army 
more than a match for the professional " Gott- 
strafing " Hun. 

Secondly, as the reader will perceive, it is, in the 
opinion of the author of this work, the opposite 
spirit which in England clothes the clergy in black, 
and thinks that the preacher is doing what is 
dreadfully wicked if he makes us laugh in church, 
which regards Christianity simply as a code of law 
forbidding us to do certain things which others can 
do without being conscience-ridden, in a word 
which takes away all the joy of life ; it is this 
opposite spirit which is partly responsible for the 
fact that half the glory of Christ's manhood is to- 
day hidden from our eyes, at a time when the 
revelation of His true character as the " Light of 
the World " is the only thing that can lead us 
by the shortest route to our journey's end. Sure 
I am that the God to whom the society of children 
was the most blessed thing in the world does not 
ask us for one moment to renounce that joy of life 
which inspires our fighting Services to think so 
little of death ; sure I am that if we can but strip 
off this mask of melancholy with which modern 
England hides the figure of our Lord we shall 
perceive the truth that it is He and He alone Who 
can "wipe away all tears from our eyes." 

E. C. CROSSE. 

Marlborough College, Wilts. 
May, 1917. 
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CHAPTER I 



The Work of God in a Soldier's Training and on 
Active Service 

The life and training of a soldier are both designed 
to make him an efficient instrument in war. The 
declaration of war is the work of the rulers of a 
state. The soldier's task is to be prepared for war 
at any time, with the twofold object in view, first, 
of ensuring peace where possible ; secondly, of 
winning the war if war is inevitable. Before we 
come therefore to- an analysis of the work of God 
on the battlefield, i.e. in the climax of a soldier's 
life, it is necessary to examine what is the work of 
God in a soldier's training, and in a soldier's life 
generally apart from battle. All training and 
education of course work upon the principle that 
a man's conduct at the supreme crisis of his life is 
to a large extent at any rate dependent on the 
way he has been brought up, so that if God 
has a place in battle, as we hope to prove He 
has, it follows that He has also a place in the 
education which fits a man for battle, and es- 
pecially in trench warfare, which is the best edu- 
cation of all. 

It is necessary to begin with a word of caution. 
The soldier on joining the Army is asked what his 
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religion is. Probably this question comes as a 
surprise to him. He thought the work of a soldier 
was to fight and not to pray, and he does not 
quite see why the Army should be so inquisitive 
about details he has never thought about. The 
fact that he must class himself under some 
Christian denomination is apt to blind him to the 
meaning of this question from a military point of 
view. The Army does not care whether he says 
that he is " C. of E.," Presbyterian, or Roman 
Catholic, so that perhaps he gets the mistaken 
idea in his head that the Army does not care 
whether he has any religion at all. This impression 
is not correct. The Army does care. It is the 
experience of all our greatest soldiers that religion 
is of great value in a soldier's life. Precisely 
which form of the Christian religion the soldier 
adopts is a question for him to settle. If the Army 
had its way, there would, I think, be only one form 
of the Christian religion, and religious controversy 
is so hopelessly out of place in France that in 
practice its discordant voice is seldom heard. But 
factors over which the Army has no control 
necessitate this division into denominations. All 
that is really of any interest to the Army is that a 
soldier should have some religion, and that that 
religion should be real. This is the hint it means 
to give him when the sergeant asks him what his 
religion is. This is the reason why the Army makes 
him attend Church Parades. 

But it is only real religion that counts at all in a 
soldier's eyes. Mere verbal expressions of belief 
have no value in war. My own battalion contained 
amongst its number one whose principles, as ex- 
pressed in words, are in open sympathy with the 
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conscientious objectors. His theology is summed 
up in the old rhyme : — 

" We are the true and chosen few, 
And all the rest are damned, 
There's room enough in Hell for you, 
We can't have Heaven crammed." 

When he first joined the battalion hejmanaged to 
find a place among the stretcher bearers. But he 
did his work so badly that he soon found himself 
returned to duty. A short time afterwards he 
committed some breach of discipline for which he 
duly appeared before his Commanding Officer. 
When it was pointed out to him that he had be- 
haved in a most unsoldierly manner his only 
answer was that his ambition did not lie in the 
direction of being a good soldier. For this he was 
duly awarded some slight punishment. He never 
seemed to resent the punishment as unjust. 
Perhaps it altered his theology. In any case, in 
the next battle he fought extremely well, and 
killed at least two Bodies, nor has he since dis- 
played any sort of regret for the instinct that made 
him do so. I hardly think it likely that the Orderly 
Room will worry about what he says in the future. 
His actions have displayed the creed that he really 
believes. 

Reality is therefore the only thing that counts 
in a soldier's religion in France. Looked at from 
the point of view of facts, not of theories, there is 
much in his life that has a manifest Christian form. 
In the first place, his is a life of service, not a life of 
selfishness. It has the right direction from the 
start. Our Lord came on earth not to seek His 
own glory, but the glory of His Father in heaven ; 
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and though undoubtedly the love of souvenirs, 
the thirst for distinction, the pressure of public 
opinion at home, and similar motives played a 
certain part in persuading men to volunteer for 
service abroad at the beginning of the War, a few 
weeks of trench warfare soon absorbed those 
notions. Nothing short of the desire to serve your 
King faithfully will keep you long in France, in 
spirit always a volunteer, even though conscription 
may not, in point of fact, have left you any 
choice. 

How nearly this fact touches upon the great 
Christian doctrine of the Incarnation is often lost 
in England to-day. The thought that lies nearest 
to the heart of the soldier in France is of course 
his home. Perhaps he was, or was not, conscious 
of what he was giving up when he left it to join the 
Army. Certainly he is conscious of his separation 
from it now. Leave is worth everything else in the 
world to him. Do we not often forget that our 
Lord Himself was conscious of exactly the same 
separation. He did not come into existence on the 
day of His birth on earth. He existed from all 
time as " co-eternal with the Father." His home 
was in heaven, a better home than any that we 
have left, and though He dreaded the gate of 
Death through which He knew He must pass, His 
heart yearned to return to His native home with 
all the force and all the love which the soldier 
feels in the exile of his rain-swept trench (St. John 
xiv. 28, xvi. 28, and xvii. 5). Mr. Wells in a recent 
book describes the phrase " Begotten of the Father 
before all worlds " as " No better than intellectual 
sharks 1 teeth/' We venture quite respectfully to 
suggest that the writer would have a different con- 
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ception of the value of the thought underlying this 
strange phrase if he spent two years in the trenches 
in France. 

This same principle works itself out not only in 
general terms but in the details of a soldier's life. 
Foxes have holes, the birds of the air have nests — 
even the soldier in trenches usually has a dug-out 
— but the Son of Man had not where to lay His 
head. Think upon it, you to whom the War means 
mainly separation from your home, and remember 
that in His warfare against the devil Christ left His 
home in heaven not for three years or the duration 
of the War, but for three and thirty years, during the 
latter part of which He knew all the time He must 
suffer every form of indignity and hardship. 
Would you have volunteered for service abroad 
quite so readily if you had known what life in 
France is really like? If not, what you need 
is more of Christ's great love for mankind in 
order that you may become in spirit always a 
volunteer. 

jg^And you hope to escape unhurt. It all depends, 
as you so strangely put it, " on whether there is a 
bullet with your number on it." You don't really 
believe the fatalism that this doctrine expresses. 
It is just a clumsy attempt on your part to explain 
the obvious fact that whereas one man stops a rifle 
grenade his first day in trenches another seems to 
bear a charmed life and survives " stunt " after 
" stunt." You are a bit curious to know when 
your turn is going to come, and so you adopt this 
formula which seems to answer the problem. But 
it doesn't answer the problem, and manifestly it is 
quite untrue. ^ 
It doesn't tell you when you are going to get hit, 
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neither is it a creed which you can possibly put 
into action. If a man were to act upon it, it 
follows that he can go wherever he likes without 
getting hit, if he is one of the lucky ones whose 
number isn't on any bullet. And you don't believe 
that. The chap who has survived four " stunts " 
can't afford to have his dinner on the top of the 
parapet. He'll stop one then right enough- 
number or no number. 

Fatalism is a poor creed because it isn't true. 
The Christian doctrine which says two things, 
" Watch and pray for you know not at what hour 
your Lord cometh," and then adds that even 
though you do not know when that hour is, God is 
looking after you, which it expresses in the beau- 
tiful phrase, " Even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered," is far more comforting than mere 
fatalism. It tells us all that we need to know, and 
squares with all the facts in our possession. 
Fatalism tells you nothing and is an obvious false- 
hood. 

However, if you have got to go you are quite 
ready to play your part, but you hope quite 
rightly and naturally to see your home again. 
Christ knew all the time that He had got to die. 
And yet He carried on. 

And you may get rewarded. Perhaps you will 
deserve a medal without getting it. Many men 
do, and probably the bravest acts are done unseen. 
But still you may be one of the lucky ones, and 
that encouragement is well worth having, because 
you need all the encouragement you can get. 
Christ got no encouragement, and He knew that 
His only reward on earth would be death. And 
yet He carried on. And now you are there you 
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can't get away. There is a great iron wall of* 
discipline behind you. It isn't that you are 
frightened of doing your job, but it is only fair to 
men in so uncomfortable a position as you are that 
they should be freed from the anxiety which would 
inevitably result if any alternative course were 
open to them. The deserter whose name was read 
out three week's ago as having been shot was not 
unjustly treated, because severe as such a sentence 
is it is sometimes necessary in order to make your 
work easier. It does make your work easier to 
know that there is no alternative. And Christ 
could have saved Himself from it at any time. And 
yet He carried on (St. Matthew xxvi. 53). 

All these considerations are true about the 
general circumstances of Christ's life and yours. 
They are cast in the same mould, only His lot is 
infinitely harder and the heroism demanded of Him 
infinitely greater than yours. 

And if you think it out exactly the same virtue 
is required in your life as was shown in His. In 
Christendom there is only one virtue, and only one 
vice. That virtue is unselfishness, and its opposite 
is of course selfishness. All particular virtues are 
merely varieties of this essential seed, and all 
specific vices are really forms of self-indulgence. 
The finest unselfishness of all is the determination 
to count your own life and safety as of no value 
whatsoever in the face of circumstances which 
require that you should lay it down. That is a 
positive, not a negative, form of unselfishness. It 
isn't that you don't value life and safety. Of 
course you do. Christ did. Only you value 
victory more. That Christ did also. And hereby 
He won victory. His triumph was through death. 
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This is the crowning form of unselfishness, the 
soldier's ideal and Christ's accomplishment. 

And indeed all the virtues of a soldier's life are 
those of an active unselfishness. If he works hard 
at rebuilding a parapet, it is, or ought to be, that 
he may protect the lives, not simply of himself, or 
of his battalion, but of every battalion that holds 
that sector of the line. It is the narrower unselfish- 
ness of the man who will work hard at repairing 
a broken gap when his own battalion is in the line, 
and leave the work half done if another battalion 
is coming in that night, which is the despair of 
every Brigadier and Divisional General. If a 
working party of 500 strong is told off to repair 
the road and accomplishes only about as much 
work as half that number of really willing men 
could do, it may be doing what is very natural but 
it is really prolonging the War. The road is 
essential to get the guns up, and every spadeful of 
loose mud which you help to shift helps to bring 
the War nearer to its end. If, as he usually does, 
the private soldier shares his parcel with his 
friend, he isn't merely improving the esprit de 
corps of his section. He is giving a practical 
demonstration of what in Church you call " Com- 
munion of Saints," though he " no cotnpris Com- 
munion, and never knew he was a saint." And so 
one might go through the whole list of virtues as 
a soldier knows them and as Christ knew them 
and show how they tally. 

Lord Kitchener advised the original Expedi- 
tionary Force to avoid intimacy with women, and 
sometimes you may have seen notices in villages 
calling upon you for the love of your country to 
avoid the risk of contracting venereal disease. 
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These men aren't meaning to preach religion. 
They want to win the War, but it all leads the 
same way now. 

Here is one last illustration : The Army gives 
you a rum ration — a little one it is true — but 
enough for some of the boys ; and only cranks, who 
live dry and warm at home, object to your having 
it. And no one minds your having beer when you 
can get it. As likely as not the chaplain runs your 
canteen, though perhaps you thought it ran itself. 
But if you are really anxious to win the War as 
soon as possible, and have ever witnessed the 
appalling spectacle of a soldier who seeks relief 
from " the wind up " in a continual dip at the 
whiskey bottle or someone else's rum, and have 
had time to observe the eventual consequences, 
you will have learnt something with regard to 
temperance which will increase your respect for it 
till your dying day. You will know that drunken- 
ness prolongs the War, and that is hardly likely to 
make you admire it. Don't mind the cranks who 
tell you that all wine is of the devil. Our Lord did 
not think so, though He would have had, just as 
you have, nothing but respect for the chap who 
chooses to let it alone. 

These are only illustrations, but perhaps they 
are enough. 

In conclusion it may be worth while to show that 
even what are ordinarily regarded as the impossible 
extremes of Christ's teaching do not fail to find an 
echo in your heart. " Love your enemies." That 
sounds strange advice to a soldier. " What, love 
Fritz ? Come on, you're joking now ! " Not a bit. 
I am quite serious. Incidentally we needn't, as 
we do at present, make the injunction sound im- 



Digitized by 



24 THE GOD OP BATTLES 

possible by a mistranslation of Christ's words. 
The word our Lord here used for love does not 
mean the love of a man for his wife. You can't 
order anyone to love in that sense. All that the 
word does mean is really contained in the phrase 
* Be charitably disposed towards." 

This you are already. Sometimes I even think 
that you are too charitably disposed towards Fritz. 
Not that I advocate a policy of hate. That is as 
useless as it is unreasonable. If, by Fritz, you 
mean the German private soldier, he has had about 
as much to do with causing this war as you have, 
and you know how little that is. It is your duty 
to kill him whenever you get a chance, and some- 
times you even need reminding of this. You kill 
Fritz, it is true, and rightly so, but it is not out 
of hatred for each individual German. There are 
blackguards in the German Army whom you would 
love to kill if only you could catch them, but you 
Know quite well that the thoughts of the average 
German opposed to you are much like your own. 
Nor do you feel any disrespect for him merely 
because he is a German. In fact, though it saves 
trouble if he does " the kamerad touch " when you 
get up to him, you think the less of him if he 
does. 

If he is a clean fighter you take him prisoner, 
Mid rightly so. But the type of Fritz for whom you 
have no mercy is the Fritz who fires at you, killing 
your chums all the time, and when you get up to 
nim, like the coward he is, howls " Mercy, kam- 
erad ! " " No bon that game ! " " Mercy " is 
out of place when dealing with him. You know 
it and act accordingly. " Carry on, Thomas 
Atkins." You've got your faults and some of 
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them are bad ones, but your Mother Country has 
taught you one thing which, in the heat of battle, 
when men act on instinct, and not on forethought, 
shows itself as plain as gold. That quality is 
British justice and British mercy, which is exactly 
what our Lord meant by the phrase " Love your 
enemies," and if I felt as certain you had got all 
the Christian qualities, as I know that you have 
got and will show these — I'd sign your pass for 
Heaven right away. 

You've got to kill Fritz. Granted. Carry on. 
Fight your hardest and do your best. It all helps 
to win. But it is not really Fritz you are after. 
It is Big and Little Willie, or whoever it was that 
started this business, and is responsible for the 
way it is carried on by the German Army. It is 
they whom you are really after, and if the German 
nation is so misguided as to care to protect them 
from your righteous wrath, they must be pre- 
pared to pay the price. Never mind, we'll get 
them yet. There was a Judas even among the 
apostles. 

So far we have tried to show that if a soldier is to 
do his job well he needs moral qualities of the 
highest order. This is a well-established military 
fact which no one with any experience in the art 
of war will question for a moment. A foolish man, 
who has just joined the Army, sometimes thinks 
that there are certain vices which belong to the 
profession. He will unlearn these in France if his 
eyes are open, and if he is a wise man he will avoid 
ever leaping into this trap which the devil has laid 
for him. 

Moral qualities are therefore of primary im- 
portance in a soldier's life, and God is the Lord 
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and Giver of these. In fact some of the first words 
in the Field Service Regulations are these : " Suc- 
cess in war depends more on moral than physical 
qualities." Underline it, you who would serve 
your King. 
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The God of Battles 

It is therefore upon moral qualities that the issue 
of the War must in the long run depend. In a war 
like this it is more than ever necessary to emphasise 
this great truth. If you ask an ordinarily well- 
informed man what he considers the most essential 
factors of success, he will probably reply at once 
" numbers and munitions." This is a war of 
attrition; we are told, in which the side which has 
most reserves must in the long run win. " Provi- 
dence," said Napoleon, " is on the side of the big 
battalions," nor would it be difficult to collect a 
volume of quotations from really well-informed 
men which suggest that the most essential factor 
in the present War is an overwhelming superiority 
in artillery. 

Now all this is quite true as far as it goes, but it 
doesn't touch the heart of the question. It ignores 
altogether the fact that the number of men a 
nation will put in the field is mainly a moral 
question at bottom. The size of an army depends 
upon two things — the size of the nation, and the 
amount of sacrifice it is prepared to make. The 
wonderful patriotism of France which has been 
manifested throughout the War is one of the 
sharpest weapons in all the armoury of the Allies, 

V 
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and it is this patriotism which has produced thetnen, 
and patriotism is a moral quality of the first order. 
The same argument applies to the question of 
munitions. It is quite true that munitions are essen- 
tial for success, but in war-time munitions are only 
the expression in terms of explosives of the moral 
determination and industry of the nation at home. 
In fact munitions afford an excellent illustration 
of the great truth for which we are contending that 
it is moral worth that wins in the end. The 
destruction wrought by our artillery now is some- 
thing inconceivable to those who have never 
witnessed it. In the village of Serre practically 
speaking every building has simply vanished from 
the landscape. So much is this so that it actually 
happened that an officer who had been living be- 
hind the lines stood in the middle of the village 
with a map in his hand and solemnly asked one of 
the bystanders if he could indicate the direction 
in which the village lay. And yet, great as is the 
destruction wrought by modern artillery, everyone 
who has been through many heavy bombardments 
knows that the military value of them lies not so 
much in the numbers they actually disable as on 
the moral effect which they have on the remainder 
who are untouched. 

Exactly the same argument applies to the sub- 
marine menace. All the authorities agree that the 
most effective way to deal with submarines is for 
the nation to eat less and to grow more wheat. 
For the first time in history the glutton and the 
loafer have been given their real names, ' ' Traitors. ' ' 
Success in the submarine campaign is therefore 
dependent on the development of the habits of 
restraint and industry, and these are moral 
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questions. The people at home who have been 
saying, " If only I knew how to help," have now 
all got their chance. For my own part I have 
sufficient faith in my country to believe that only 
very few will refuse to play the game. Let them 
remember, please, that the defeat of the German 
submarine campaign will lower the moral of every 
German soldier from the Vosges to the sea, and 
so help enormously the British soldier in the line, 
whose task will thereby be rendered easier. 

We shall refuse therefore to be side-tracked, by 
the man who talks about numbers and munitions 
and submarines, from our contention that it is at 
bottom moral values which are on trial in war. 
And if this is so it is surely not too much to expect 
that it is here that God will reveal His power. 
Strange as it may sound, I believe this truth is as 
yet hardly recognised by the nation as a whole. 
Most men prefer to offer up a prayer before battle, 
but if you try and analyse their feelings you will 
find that they have only a very hazy idea of what 
God can do in the circumstances. God is often 
spoken of as though He were a kind of extra rifle, 
a factor which comes in after everything else has 
already been done to ensure success. Exactly the 
same misconception finds expression in law in the 
phrase an " act of God." This is either ignorance 
or blasphemy. 

An illustration will perhaps explain my meaning 
more fully. In the days before the War, when I 
taught the Army class at Marlborough College, I 
always used, for purposes of illustration, to say 
that in any battle where the material advantages 
of the two forces were approximately equal — and 
even these factors have, as I have tried to show, a 
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moral origin — the issue of the battle depends on 

the following factors : — 

(1) The quality of the men, i.e. their moral. 

(2) The way the men were handled, i.e. strategy 

and tactics. 

(3) An element of uncertainty which some call 

chance and some call Providence, which is 
represented by all those circumstances 
which human beings cannot control. Of 
these the two chief are coincidence and 
weather. 

In order to enforce my point I always argued 
the issue might be resolved into the above 
factors in the following ratios : — 

50 per cent to the first factor. 

25 „ „ to each of the other two. 

Of course it would be quite easy to carp at so 
precise an analysis. Of course also the three 
factors are inseparably interwoven. A general 
whom the men trust automatically raises the 
morale of his troops quite apart from the particular 
orders he may give. If I had required anything 
to ensure my confidence as to the issue of the 
battle which we were to fight on July 1st, 1916, it 
would have been supplied by the spectacle which 
I witnessed of the troops coming out of their tents 
to cheer the General as he rode up to his battle 
post. Again, the effect of weather upon troops is 
a factor of enormous importance. The weight of 
sodden equipment and the demoralising effect of 
wind and sleet depresses the spirits of the men to 
an extent which no one can appreciate who does 
not belong to the profession that is not allowed 
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to use an umbrella. These facts qualify to a con- 
siderable degree the value of the above analysis. 
But when we have allowed all these qualifications 
their due weight, I doubt very much whether the 
enormously high importance which these figures 
attach to the moral of the men is in any way 
exaggerated. On the whole, after having witnessed 
twenty months of active warfare and five battles, 
I should be inclined to increase rather than di- 
minish the value assigned to the first factor of the 
three. 

Once more, if moral qualities are the vital point, 
it is here primarily that God will reveal His power. 
And this truth needs proclaiming on the housetops. 
Men are continually attempting to confine the 
activity of the God of Battles to the third factor, 
the factor of chance. It is the same old heresy we 
noted in legal phraseology. Here is an illustration 
of this error : The medal that commemorates the 
defeat of the Spanish Armada is inscribed with the 
text : — 

DEUS AFFLAVIT ET DISSIPATI SUNT. 

" The Lord sent the wind and they were scattered." 

It is quite true that in that great battle the wind 
did play a great part in deciding the issue of the 
day. But for all that the inscription conveys an 
utterly wrong impression of God's power in battle, 
and reveals a very slight experience in the art of 
war. Somehow, I feel sure it was chosen by some- 
one who lived down at the base. At any rate I am 
quite sure that the force which drove the proud 
galleons of the Duke of Medina-Sidonia on to 
the shores of Calais and the rocks of the Hebrides 
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was a far mightier agent than mere weather can 
ever be. It was the force which the British soldier 
has christened with the incomprehensible but quite 
unrivalled name, not of the " wind," but of the 
" wind up," and the power that controls that is 
the God who " stilled the raging of the sea " in 
order that He might prove that He could still the 
tempests of the heart (St. Matthew xiv. 22 and St. 
Mark iv. 37). 

The true meaning of the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada is that God found a more congenial home 
in the reformed England of the sixteenth century 
than He did in the corrupt and decadent -empire 
of Spain. It is this truth which should have been 
expressed on the medal, because it is this which 
explains the victory. 

And here it may be pointed out that we are not 
in any way attempting to identify the work of God 
in battle with what is ordinarily called mere brute 
courage. The reader of this pamphlet may perhaps 
get the impression that I regard a soldier who feels 
fear as guilty of an offence for which no one is to 
blame but himself. If anything that I have written 
leaves this impression I hope that the reader will 
erase it at once. Certainly if a soldier is guilty of 
a sin every time that he feels fear the recording 
angel must have had a busy time under the letter 
C. Mere brute courage, the courage that is of the 
man who feels no fear, is indeed like every other 
gift, God-given. But it is given in very different 
measures to different men. What terrifies one 
man is nothing to another, and I am not sure that 
the whole process of education and civilisation does 
not tend by quickening our sensibility to increase 
our liability to feel afraid. The higher up an 



Digitized by 



THE GOD OF BATTLES 33 

animal is in the scale of creation the more its 
general sensibilities seems to be quickened. Many 
a soldier in the trenches has envied the complete in- 
difference which a rat shows to a bursting ' crump/ 
The magpie of Mansel coj>se which built its nest 
between the lines and hatched out its young in 
spite of the most terrific bombardments which 
seemed to have hit almost every other tree except 
that particular one, afforded me an illustration 
just before battle of an animal who carried on its 
job despite the danger of it ; but. I'm not really 
sure m my heart that the good bird felt any fear 
at all. 

But though men differ very much in the amount 
that they feel fear, there is not any necessary rela- 
tion between the amount they feel it and the 
amount they allow fear to get the mastery of them. 
There are many men whom I have known suffi- 
ciently well to realise that agonies of fear were 
assaulting them, who have none the less gone about 
their job with more apparent indifference to shells 
than many a man whose heart has not been beating 
half as fast. Probably every one would agree that 
this kind of courage has the highest moral value 
of all. And where does that come from ? It is 
inspired you will say by what a soldier calls 
" devotion to duty," and it is fostered and de- 
veloped by what a soldier calls " discipline." 
Precisely so, but whilst we are about it, let us see 
whether these two qualities have not some place 
in the Christian faith. 

We have in an earlier chapter already admitted 
in the frankest possible way that in the existing 
state of Christendom there are many wonderful 
men who, being in possession of excellent qualities, 
c 
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do not in any way attribute them in their own 
mind to God. But that concession does not in any 
way invalidate our main argument. It is quite 
possible that these men misunderstand Christi- 
anity. It is quite possible their own introspection 
is limited. And if this is so it may be true that 
though many of the owners of these gifts are not 
what most men call professing Christians, these 
gifts are really none the less God-inspired, and, 
what is much more to our purpose — because this 
is not meant as an intellectual but simply as a 
practical treatise — it may be true that if we can 
strip Christianity of its misconceptions and preach 
Christ in all His glory, we can develop and elicit 
this great Soldier's virtue of devotion to duty in 
men who have not got it in any marked degree. 
I yield to none in my admiration for the British 
soldier. The sufferings and hardships of the in- 
fantry of the line will never find a pen that can 
worthily portray the spirit in which they are 
faced. But wonderful as is the spirit and courage 
of our men, it is not so wonderful that it cannot 
be improved, and if we can do anything to make 
it more wonderful still it is our bounden duty to do 
_ so. For my own part I am convinced, not that we 
can improve it, but that God working through men 
can improve it, and the whole object of this essay 
is to proclaim that truth. 

Before we come, however, to a more detailed 
analysis of these two terms " devotion to duty " 
and " discipline," it may be worth while, for the 
sake of those who, though conscious of the worth 
of these qualities, do not consciously ascribe them 
to God, to point out that in a country like England, 
where Christian forces have been at work for 
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centuries, and where the glory of Christ has been 
so often hidden by the folly of His disciples, there 
are countless blessings which we enjoy which most 
men in no wise attribute to God, but which do none 
the less manifestly and incontrovertibly owe their 
existence to Him alone. The wounded soldier who 
comes into hospital and receives with gratitude the 
skilful and sympathetic attention of an English 
lady as his nurse does not perhaps always remember 
that to Christ and Christ alone is due the teaching 
which has resulted in a woman receiving her proper 
honour and her proper work. I do not know if 
women do the nursing in Constantinople, but if 
they do their work receives no sanction from the 
religion they profess, but is directly inspired by the 
religion they deny. The same is true of the 
R.A.M.C. generally. This is only one illustration. 
The work of the Y.M.C.A. and the Church Army, 
though both these institutions are open to criticism 
on many points, is another illustration which never 
fails to come home to the soldier who has felt 
gratitude for their work, without perhaps in any 
way attributing it to God. 

We have therefore got thus far in our analysis 
of the work of God in battle. We have refused 
merely to identify Him with Aeolus, to think of 
Him merely as the controller of the winds who then 
watches the conflict from a detached sphere. On 
the other hand, we do not of course wish to deprive 
Him of this prerogative. 

jr> We have claimed in the second place that " every 
good and perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
unto you from the Father of Lights/' and that the 
truth of this contention is not one whit invali- 
dated by men's ignorance of it. The conclusion 
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for which we are contending is perhaps already 
quite obvious. We set out to see where God 
came in, and we end by concluding that He is all in 
all, that He holds the scale at every turn, that so 
far from being as it were just an extra rifle, His 
work is shown in the whole armoury we possess. 

And herein is God true to His abiding rule, 
which is to work not apart from men but in and 
through them. " Vengeance is mine, and I will 
repay / ' saith the Lord. Quite so, but as the Bishop 
of London so rightly remarked : " How ? " Do 
not all history and all Scripture show that God's 
method is always to use men as His agents ? In 
truth it is the whole principle that underlies the 
incarnation, and the gospel of Him who not only 
preached " inasmuch as ye have done it unto the 
least of these My brethren, ye did it unto Me," but 
who also in the words of Cardinal Newman's 
wonderful hymn : — 

" Smote in man for man the foe," 

It only remains therefore for the purpose of this 
chapter to show how this " devotion and duty," 
which is the fountain of a soldier's courage, is best 
revealed in Christ, and developed in the light of 
the Christian religion, and to analyse if we can its 
relation to the agency which in military language 
is mainly responsible for it, namely— discipline. 
If you call a soldier's attention to the sentence in 
the Field Service Regulations which we have 
already referred to, " Success in war depends more 
on moral than physical qualities," or to Napoleon's 
dictum, " In war the moral is to the physical as 
three to one," and then ask, how in the view of the 
army those moral qualities are to be developed, 
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he will reply at once, " By discipline." Everyone 
who has witnessed much warfare will, I take it, 
agree. Discipline is the Alpha and Omega of a 
soldier's education. But what is discipline ? The 
habit of obedience instilled into men by a process 
of training. But of obedience to whom ? To 
all the representatives of His Majesty author- 
ised to exact it. Well and good. It is discipline 
which brings a battalion up to its assembly 
trenches, rifle and bayonet in hand, bombs in your 
pocket, gas helmets on your chest, and shovel on 
your back, with all the other paraphernalia of 
battle, each, like the men who wear them, in its 
appointed place at the appointed hour. It was 
discipline which kept those men at their posts 
through all those weary months of trench warfare 
peering through periscopes, on the look-out for the 
Boche sniper, and keeping a sharp eye open to 
avoid the trench mortar which was aimed to fall 
in your particular traverse. It is discipline which 
holds them in those assembly trenches all together 
and pretty happy, and sends them at the appointed 
hour " over the top with the best of luck." But 
let us follow them in this dance of death. Zip, zip, 
crrrumph ! whiz-bang ! pip, pip, pip, pip ! 
p.p.p. ! crrump ! There's the Captain gone ! He 
was a good chap, too, you know, never looked at 
his billet or touched his grub till he had seen his 
men installed in theirs, and the cookers in the yard. 
It's not taken him long to meet the bullet with 
his number on it. Crrump ! there's the platoon 
officer hit too. He was a nice sort of chap. We 
didn't know his name, as he had only been with us 
a couple of nights. But he did a damned good 
patrol last night inspecting the German wire, and 
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the boys would have followed him anywhere. 
The patter of the machine guns stops for a moment, 
the line collects itself and moves forward. There 
are okly a few yards to go now before the remains 
of the German trench is reached, but once more 
that pitiless pip, pip, pip of the machine gun- 
once more that pitiless roll of dead. It is the 
sergeant who has got it now, not a bad one from 
the look of it, and with luck he'll be in Blighty in 
a week. But still that is another leader gone. 
From this point onwards the tide of battle moves 
slowly onwards, the remnants of the second and 
third lines are merged into the first, but the battle 
becomes too disorganised for any general account 
to give an impression of reality. Small bodies of 
men advance from shell hole to shell hole, and 
trench to trench, released for the time being 
from the awful crack of the shell, but faced now 
by a new terror, the bomb, which is hurled at one 
moment from the bank in front and at another 
from the dug-out which they thought had been 
cleared behind. It all seems chaos and confusion, 
and when at last the few that are left reach the 
road which with difficulty they just recognise as 
what the officer called " their final objective " in 
the lecture he gave last night, they find themselves 
a mere handful, too overwrought to feel frightened, 
but some of them at any rate too tired to dig. 
They have missed enough shells to-day not to mind 
risking another one, and so far as they can think at 
all their thoughts centre quite naturally round the 
prospect of a relief that night. 

Cast your eyes back for a moment over the 
ground we have traversed since the attack started. 
It is strewn with the wreckage of battle. Almost 
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every square yard seems to have met something to 
make a big hole in it. Bombs and rifles are strewn 
round the trenches — shovels — tin hats — sandbags 
— and equipment catch the eye at every point ; 
and there are little groups of bodies, some only 
wounded and waiting, thirsty but patient, for the 
stretcher-bearers to arrive. But for the most part 
they're gone to their long home. " Poor chaps/' 
we think as we look at them, then perhaps the 
thought passes through our mind that they may 
after all be better off. 

Now what exactly is the share that discipline 
has played in this day's work — it was discipline 
that sent them over the top, but it is the discipline 
of a rather different kind when the battle's in full 
swing. Every officer was knocked out before he 
reached the German wire, and though Corporal 
Smith did some excellent work getting the chaps 
together for that last final rush, it wasn't any good 
waiting for your orders when Fritz was edging to- 
wards you with a couple of those noisy old bombs 
in his hand. There is many a chap who started 
out with five bombs in his sandbag who has got 
none now, and they haven't all been thrown at 
Fritz ; and there is that beastly shovel which the 
sergeant made us carry. It was rotten bad luck being 
an odd number when we fell in, the even numbers 
didn't get one. The bally thing kept getting in the 
way and something had to go overboard. And 
besides all this there is many a man whose name 
will never appear in despatches, who alone and 
unseen has done deeds of heroism which he could 
so easily have avoided. " No, sir, there bain't no 
orderly room after a battle except for one or two 
of those chaps what gets the wind-up and turn back 
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in pretence of helping a wounded man to the M.O., 
and my battalion don't keep the likes of them." 
If discipline is, as we said, the habit of obedience 
instilled into men by a course of training, it stands 
to reason surely that it depends, in a civilian army, 
which has not had time for the habit to become 
automatic, in the long run on the presence of some 
one to give the order, and see that it is obeyed. 
Now not only is it true that in battle there is often 
no one left, still more often there is no one who has 
time to see whether the order is obeyed by every- 
one ; but there have been countless deeds of 
heroism performed not only by individuals, but 
also by bodies of men acting on the initiative of 
some "Admirable Crichton," who is looked upon 
by his pals as their leader not because he's got a 
stripe or is the oldest soldier, but because he is the 
best man there. And these deeds often exceed in 
heroism anything which an officer would feel 
entitled to expect as the result of an order. The 
perfect soldier can ask anything of his men, but we 
are not all perfect soldiers, and it is not exactly our 
fault after all. In any real crisis of a battle, when 
it is touch and go which side wins, so far as there 
is a man in command, i.e. in a position to command, 
it not infrequently happens that the man who does 
command is he who shows himself most fitted to 
do so. Usually that man is the officer, but only too 
often the officer is killed already, and you can't 
in the press of battle think out who is the next in 
command, or perhaps hear any orders at all. It is 
here I take it that discipline— if you mean by that 
the habit of obedience — has its limitations in a 
civilian army. It can send men over the top, but 
it can't ensure each man doing his best. It can 
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equip them with a shovel, but it can't ensure that 
shovel is carried till the final objective is reached. 
There isn't a kit inspection on the final objective. 
Besides, mere discipline can't ask Private Jones to 
do the deed for which he deserved the V.C., though 
none will ever know of his glory. Without orders 
an army is severely handicapped, but mere orders 
cannot accomplish everything. A dozen willing 
hands will often accomplish as much work as a 
company of grumbling workers, and though 
discipline can never be too good, and its impor- 
tance can never be overestimated, its sanction does 
in the long run lie either in the force of habit or in 
the orderly room. It is just at this point, as it 
seems to me, that devotion to duty which I would 
call the twin brother of discipline comes in. It 
carries a man on when there is none to blame him 
if he stops, it makes him hang on to that shovel 
not because he is told to do so, but because he 
knows or believes that despite its beastly clumsi- 
ness it may be of vital importance at the far end. 
And devotion to duty is an impulse of the heart. 
It is more than the mere absence or neglect of duty. 
You can draw it out — you can never exact it. By 
sympathy, by encouragement, by patient explana- 
tion of points that don't seem obvious to unin- 
telligent men who are not professional soldiers, 
above all by example, you can instil into men 
qualities which no mere orders will ever produce. 

It is this devotion to duty which, as it seems to 
me, the Christian religion ought to be pre-emin- 
ently qualified to produce. In fact, though from 
a human standpoint discipline and devotion to 
duty may be regarded as complementary agents, 
in the life of the perfect Christian they are one and 
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the same thing. To him devotion to duty is 
simply obedience to the service of a God who, 
though unseen, is ever present, whom he obeys not 
for fear of the consequences, but because he trusts 
Him absolutely. Without insisting on the his- 
torical truth of Napoleon's supposed dictum, we 
may be forgiven for quoting it here because it 
brings out this point so well. Incidentally it con- 
tains the only hint that Napoleon ever knew who 
the God of Battles really was. Napoleon's dictum 
was as follows — I cannot verify the precise words 
— they are given in Rose's Napoleonic Studies. 
" As long as I am with my men I can do anything I 
like with them. Once I go away all goes wrong. 
The curious feature of these Christians is the way 
they will follow a leader who is not there." Of 
course the fact is not in the least curious, because 
Christ is there. 

Remember, please, you who think that the fact 
that Napoleon was not a Christian is sufficient to 
overthrow the whole argument of this chapter, that 
Napoleon was beaten in the end, and we are 
arguing that the true Christian cannot be beaten 
in the end. The only permanent part of Napo- 
leon's work, the only part for which France and 
the world owes him gratitude, is the work he did as 
General Napoleon Buonaparte, the champion of 
French democracy, holding his commission from 
and responsible to the Republic of France. For 
all that he did as Emperor, the great heart of 
France bled and was not enriched, because he 
sought his own glory alone. The truest judgment 
on Napoleon's life is contained in the story of how 
Beethoven began a great symphony in his honour, 
to be called the Heroic Symphony, and how when 



Digitized by 



THE GOD OF BATTLES 43 

he heard that Napoleon had assumed the imperial 
crown he tore out the title page which dedicated 
the work to Napoleon, and wrote that funeral 
march ' on the death of a hero ' in token that the 
hand of death was henceforward in Napoleon's 
work. It was. Neither France nor the world owes 
Napoleon gratitude for his work after he became 
Emperor, and his work has perished with him. 
We intend our work in suppressing militarism in 
this War to be permanent. 

To revert, however, to this phrase Devotion to 
Duty — devotion to duty means, I take it, devotion 
to the cause which the nation has entrusted to your 
hands. No cause could be a greater one. It is the 
cause of humanity. 

The whole course of the War has surely deepened 
enormously our initial conviction in the justice of 
our cause. However small a part the German 
nation as a whole may have had in the declaration 
of the War, the fact remains that the whole German 
nation is still allowing itself to be governed by a 
policy which is flat contrary to the ways of God. 
German aims and German methods have through- 
out the War been all of a piece. There has been no 
substantial indication that the German nation has 
yet learnt the lesson that those aims and those 
methods cannot in the long run prevail because the 
conscience of mankind denounces them as vile. The 
violation of Belgium, the use of gas, the destruc- 
tion even of the fruit trees in the evacuated area 
of France, the wrecking of hospital ships, the 
impressment of the civilian population in occu- 
pied territories, even the composition of the 
German bomb itself, all manifest the same inten- 
tion to impose the will of one nation upon the rest 
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of the world by a process of terrorisation. And all 
these methods, each of which have in the long run 
done the Germans more harm than good, just as 
we hope the War itself will eventually prove to 
have done, all serve to strengthen our con- 
viction that the cause which we serve is the cause 
of humanity, and therefore the cause of Christ. 

To a certain extent the British soldier under- 
stands this. But the British nation is an unim- 
aginative race. The private soldier knows nothing 
of German history, and the magnitude of the 
issues at stake in this War are only partially 
apprehended by the fighting troops. I can im- 
agine a French soldier passing through his own 
village and finding it a heap of stones, his wife and 
family driven into penury and toil under the heel 
of the oppressor, feeling instinctively the full 
weight of the evil against which he is fighting, and 
mentally deciding that come what may he will 
never lay down his arms till the devil is over- 
thrown. But such considerations must present 
themselves with less force when it is someone else's 
home which is destroyed, and when it is useless 
thinking of the fate of the occupants, because for 
aught you know they may be in Paris or Rouen. 
The greater a man's education and imagination, 
the greater the nearness to his own life of the 
question at issue, the more will the idea of a cause 
appeal. The thought of Rome rule may be enough 
to arm Ulster, but it would never arm the England 
of the twentieth century. And if this is so the 
devotion to duty which is the highest of all military 
virtues is something more than devotion to a cause. 

England is blessed by being able to unite the 
idea of devotion to a cause with the idea of devo- 
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tion to a person, her sovereign — King George ; 
and perhaps the strongest of all arguments for a 
constitutional monarchy is the compelling force 
of this personal loyalty to one who is the symbol 
of all that is best in a nation's life. There were 
many men who laid down their lives for Charles I. 
who certainly would not have been inspired to do 
so simply for the cause for which he stood. The 
wonderful and voluntary response of our Colonial 
Empire would probably not have been so marked 
had England been a Republic. 

But surely all these threads which combine to 
make that unbreakable cable which binds the 
heart of a soldier to the completion of his task, 
discipline, devotion to duty, devotion to a cause, 
devotion to a person, unite in the Christian faith 
as nowhere else. If it is the habit of obedience 
you need, is there not something in the life of Him 
who was obedient unto death, even the death of 
the Cross, which inspires ; if it is devotion to duty, 
can you find a more perfect expression of it than 
in the words, " If this cup may not pass away from 
Me except I drink it, Thy will be done " ; if devo- 
tion to a cause seems to you a more compelling 
force, can you in the whole history of the world 
find so perfect an example of it as in the death of 
Him who was true to His cause, though all men 
forsook Him and fled ; and, lastly, if devotion to 
a person is, as I believe, the strongest of all motive 
powers, can you suggest one who is more qualified 
to fill that place in our hearts to-day than He who 
inspired the sainted maid of France to exchange 
the soft raiment of a woman for the hard coat of 
mail, to forsake the ploughshare and take up the 
sword, and to follow Him through battle, murder 
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and death to her eternal triumph in the Market 
Square of Rouen. 

* If only we knew a little more of the history of 
France, if only we had learnt to love and venerate 
the maiden warrior of France as every Frenchman, 
pious or otherwise, has learnt to do, how much 
easier it would be for us to-day to see Christ in all 
the glory of His manhood. As it is we live in an 
age that wraps up the figure of our Lord in a mask 
of effeminacy and sentimentality which hides all 
His manhood from our eyes. We think it is more 
Christian to found hospitals than to teach men and 
women how to keep out of them. We write morbid 
letters of sympathy to those whose sons have died 
for His sake in the Name of Him who said : "If 
ye knew Me ye would rejoice, because I go unto 
My Father. ,, We offer Christ to the sick, Christ 
to the wounded, Christ to the dying, but we tend 
to think of Him as out of place except as a guardian 
angel in the spot where both the Empire and the 
individual need Him most, which is the front line 
of the battle. It is God the Strengthener not God 
the Comforter who alone can lead us to our goal, 
God not only as we see Him in sentimental pic- 
tures, the Friend of the wounded and dying, but 
as He appeared unto blessed Joan of Arc, calling 
upon her, a frail and feeble woman, to do battle 
against the works of the devil, to be faithful even 
unto death. 

If we could but preach this aspect of the Com- 
munion Service as the glorification of devotion 
unto death and of victory wrought over pain, 
instead of riveting our attention on the negation 
of our own failures, I believe the soldier might be 
brought to see that he can find in that service as 
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nowhere else the inspiration that will carry him on 
when all else seems to have failed, " when England 
is far and honour a name." In the Communion 
Service we commemorate the finest act of courage, 
of obedience, of devotion to duty, of endurance of 
pain, of faithfulness unto death, which history has 
ever recorded or fable ever invented, and we claim 
that the faithful, i.e. the believing, can through 
partaking of this bread and wine, which by the 
operation of God's hands become the body and 
blood of our Lord, be made partakers of that same 
spirit, which is exactly what we all need. The fact 
that Private A. B. who alone of all his platoon 
stops behind for Communion Service is the first to 
show he has got the wind up when s.g's are drop- 
ping around should no more deter us than the fact 
that some boys leave school less qualified to face 
the battle of life than they entered it deters a 
sensible parent from sending his son there. There 
are failures in the Church and there are hypocrites 
everywhere. Private A. B. is perhaps a humbug 
too. More probably he has been instructed by 
some clergyman who never understood the romance 
of manhood dedicated to God. The Communion 
Service is a soldier's service, not a woman's fad, 
and the spirit that it can impart is precisely the 
spirit that is required to win this hideous war. 

Somehow my mind rather recoils from specu- 
lating what our Lord would have done if He had 
chosen to become incarnate in the England that is 
fighting against Germany to-day. The mere fact 
that He chose as the theatre of His life another 
country, another race and another age, seems 
to argue that such speculation is misplaced. But 
that He was an ardent patriot of the noblest kind 
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is patent to all who have read that strange in- 
scription which even Pilate would not allow to be 
pulled down, Rex Judaorum, the King of the 
Jews. On the whole, however, I should prefer to 
leave the question alone. But as a recent book, 
with nearly every other word of which I find my- 
self in complete agreement, has ventured upon the 
statement that our Lord, were He on earth to-day, 
would have been a regimental stretcher bearer, 
I cannot refrain from stating what, though un- 
doubtedly not the whole truth, is in my opinion 
nearer to it. Our Lord would not have been a 
regimental stretcher bearer, because that would 
be to make His religion a kind of appendage of 
life, a secondary consideration, which may, as in 
the case of a ship torpedoed at sea having to be left 
by her sister ship lest she also should be lost to the 
service of her country, have to be ignored; it 
would leave precisely that impression which we 
have denounced as falling far short of Christ's 
glory, the idea, that is, that Christ's work lies only 
with the wounded and dying, but not with the un- 
wounded duty man. Probably it is true that the 
part our Lord would have played in this War 
would have been, like everything else in His life, 
so far in advance of all that human wisdom could 
suggest or human foresight predict, that it would 
have borne to us an aspect of paradox of which 
only subsequent history would have proved the 
true wisdom. But had our Lord identified Him- 
self with any one branch of the British Army, as 
I am sure He sympathises with its object to-day, 
I cannot doubt which it would have been. A 
chaplaincy of course would be impossible, because 
chaplains are the ministers of a society which only 
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arose after His death. The shedding of human 
blood would of course have been repellent to Him 
as it is to every lover of mankind, but I cannot see 
that there is anything in His Gospel which suggests 
that the use of force inspired by utterly unselfish 
motives has in it anything that is out of place in 
dealing with a nation to whom no other argument 
seems to appeal. And if He would have been 
ready, as I believe He would, to drive the Germans 
out of France as he drove the money-sellers out of 
the temple, I find it difficult to conceive that He 
would have filled any position which prevented Him 
proving in His own life that His Gospel was only 
the statements in words of the principles on which 
He never failed to act. To my mind, therefore, He 
would not have been anywhere else but where the 
danger and suffering are greatest and the reward 
appears least, where the greatest faith is demanded, 
because none but the greatest faith will prevail. 
Sure in His own great faith, confident that despite 
all appearance justice and truth must in the long 
run prevail, in pity for the blindness of His enemies 
but in hatred of the work of their hands, with none 
to stand by Him in the hour of His bitter need, with 
no thought of surrender because no thought of 
self, His whole life and Person dedicated to His 
Father above, triumphant even in death, He would 
have opposed His sacred body to the agents of the 
devil as they swept down upon Him in the fireswept 
trenches at Hooge or in the ghostly .skeleton of the 
Devil's Wood. And for all this, had He by some 
miracle escaped death on this occasion, He would 
never have told His exploit to anybody. Our 
Lord would not have worn a ribbon on His breast. 
He was too'humble for that. And herein is victory, 
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herein is something better than an uncertain hope, 
herein precisely lies that triumph not only despite 
of but through the most awful suffering, of that 
cause to which as a nation we have dedicated our- 
selves. 

Whether my country will open its eyes to the 
inward meaning of the conflict in which she is 
engaged, or whether God will lead her blindfolded 
to her goal, or how near to it He will allow her to 
come, is more than I can tell. Sure I am that it is 
this willingness to make the most complete sacrifice 
in the faith that it will not be in vain that is the 
one certain guarantee of a victory such as will give 
us all that is good for mankind. At present there 
are many both in the Army and the nation who 
speak of this War as if it were a contest of one 
form of materialism against another, instead of a 
struggle between light and darkness, between evil 
and right. I do not say that all the evil is of 
German origin, or that we dare to pose as the 
enlightened and sinless apostles of Right. If we 
were so the War would be over by now. I do 
claim, in the language of a great General, that we 
certainly shall not win in the measure that we hope, 
unless God is on our side, and that He will not be 
on our side unless we are His servants. I do plead 
that the God of Battles may be allowed to exert 
the weight of His unconquerable arm. 

England was in no sense responsible for this War, 
if we mean by that that she wished it. She did not. 
She did not even expect it, and her own unpre- 
paredness was the best proof of her peace-loving 
policy. But though God loves real peace, He 
hated the sort of peace that prevailed before the 
War ; He hated that love of luxury, that love of 
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self, that lack of patriotism, that passion for party 
politics, that spirit of social unrest, which left the 
British nation such poor champions of the peace 
which we were so ill-equipped to defend when 
Germany set us at naught and hurled Europe into 
the cauldron of war. For these our nation's sins, 
which helped not to cause but to allow Germany 
to cause the War, we need repentance. We have 
in part repented already. If we will repent 
yet more and remove the last traces of these 
our nation's faults, if we can have done altogether 
with social strife, if we can settle amicably the Irish 
question and the labour quarrels we shall be 
nearer to being God's perfect servants, nearer 
therefore to His perfect because real peace. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to give one illustration 
of how this faith in God can so inspire a soldier in 
battle so that his own life and his own safety 
count in his eyes as things of no value in com- 
parison with the cause he is defending. Ordinarily 
I mistrust such illustrations, because to chaplains 
men will often give voice to sentiments far nobler 
than they really feel. But for the truth of this 
illustration, which comes to me from my dearest 
friend whose innermost thought I had known for 
the last eight years, I would go bail with my soul 
itself. No one hated war and militarism more than 
he did ; few knew better how much there is in 
Germany which compels the admiration of the 
world. He loved his work and he loved his home. 
Voluntarily, but with a heavy heart, he forsook 
them as so many thousands of others have done in 
what he felt was the cause of humanity and the 
cause of Christ. He was only out in France about 
two months before he found himself on the scene 
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at which in thought he had shuddered as much as 
our Lord shuddered at the thought of the Cross. 
And yet here is the record of how he faced that 
scene: — 

" The last seen of R. was standing on the para- 
pet firing his revolver at the approaching Germans ; 
he was wounded in the head and alone." In my 
memory these words live alongside some words 
he wrote me in a letter just before the event took 
place. They were never meant for publication, and 
only a conviction I cannot resist that they describe 
the vision that the nation and above all the fight- 
ing men most urgently require, compels me to 
reveal them now. He had been describing a 
typical bombardment which he had witnessed for 
the first time. This is how the letter reads : — 

" I cannot express what I mean, but it was the 
happiest moment of my life. We were all j ust on the 
brink of the next world. Suddenly everything 
became clear, and one no longer saw through a 
glass darkly — one felt certain about what one had 
previously hardly understood at all, and fear and 
nerves and egoism all just vanished in the joy of 
just being there. . . . I am not mad, and I will one 

day explain to you I am not such a thundering 

fool as not to know that I am much of a coward 
and more of a fool as a soldier, but it was a joy to 
feel that I had made a good enough show for the 
men to want to come too." 

Adieu, great heart. No German Army starved 
on its hymn of hate can conquer a spirit like that. 
For Love is stronger than Hate and God has 
triumphed over Death. 
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The Soldier's Life After Death 

If ever, as very rarely happens, I find a soldier 
who is genuinely alarmed at the thought of battle, 
I usually explain to him that there are in battle, 
broadly speaking, only three possible fates that 
can befall him, and each one, if he prays and 
fights his hardest, is an enviable lot. 

(a) He comes through untouched. Bon ! 

(b) He gets a " Blighty one." Trfe Bon ! 

(c) He gets killed — what happens then ? Does 

he go to heaven ? 

In answering the question no appeal will be made 
to the authority of the Church, not because the 
writer disbelieves it, but because the reader perhaps 
knows nothing about the authority of the Church, 
and the Church of England speaks with so un- 
certain a voice. We shall attempt to answer the 
question by an appeal to our moral sense whilst 
also endeavouring to show that the conclusion thus 
arrived at meets with full justification both in the 
Bible and in the doctrines of the Catholic Church. 

In the first place, it is necessary to clear the 
ground of obstacles. The question assumes a 
belief in the resurrection of the body, and in some 
sort of heaven and some sort of hell. If anyone 
wishes to discuss it on the basis of a mere belief in 
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the survival of a man's spirit after death, I must 
decline to follow him, because unless we are agreed 
about the premises we shall not agree about the 
conclusion. Here it is worth while to note the fact 
that nearly all people who discuss the question do 
presuppose a belief in Heaven or Hell even though 
they may deny this when challenged. 

Secondly, it is necessary to state that we are 
not now discussing the future state of the man who 
is killed whilst out sight-seeing, or the soldier who 
is killed whilst shirking his work. There is, as has 
been recently pointed out, a very real sense in 
which the deserter who is shot after trial dies " for 
his country." Though his sentence is a just one, 
he is morally better than the man who through 
cowardice has never joined up at all. We are now, 
however, only discussing the future of the man who 
is killed in the discharge of his duty. 

" A good man or a bad man ? " you may say 
Why worry ? Never was there so clear a case for 
obedience to our Lord's words " Judge not." We 
love to assume the prerogatives of the Almighty, 
but in truth we are not qualified to exercise them. 
We do not know what any man's real moral worth 
is. Countless factors, such as his nature, his 
education and his environment, have to be taken 
into consideration before we are qualified to arrive 
at a verdict, and though we may have a fairly clear 
idea of these, we never can know them in their 
entirety. Some men seem to inherit, as Mr. Glad- 
stone said, a double dose of original sin. 

It is, however, worth pointing out that in a war 
like this where casualties are so high, it stands to 
reason that generally speaking it is, among the 
fighting troops, the best who are killed. The 
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harder a man fights the nearer he tries to get to the 
enemy, and the nearer he gets to the enemy the 
more likely he is to be not merely wounded but 
mortally wounded. This is simply a rough general 
rule obvious when one thinks about it. Take 
heart of grace therefore all ye who mourn. The 
mere fact your son or your husband was killed is 
pretty good evidence that he died a hero's death. 
No real good-for-nothing will die a hero's death. 

If you ask me whether Professor Moriarty had 
he won the V.C. and been killed would have gone 
to heaven, I can merely reply that I do not think 
Professor Moriarty would have won the V.C. He 
would have been far more likely to have gone 
home with a self-inflicted wound. The question 
is ridiculous and has no answer. 

Having therefore mentally determined to make 
no attempt at estimating the real moral worth of 
any man, we may examine prevalent doctrines and 
see how far they are acceptable. 

In the first place there is the doctrine that under- 
lies a great deal of English thought, though for- 
tunately it has at no time been the only dodxine 
taught in the English Church. This may be ex- 
pressed as follows : — 

" Once a man is dead the book is closed. Only 
two verdicts are possible — eternal life and eternal 
death. Repentance is an essential qualification for 
eternal life, and after death there is no hope of 
that." 

According to this doctrine it follows that the 
unrepentant sinner who charged a German machine 
gun when he might, without anyone seeing, have 
stayed under cover and has been killed has by so 
doing condemned himself to Hell ! No one in their 
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senses can believe that. It is nauseating to our 
moral sense, and it is flat contrary to the word of 
God. And yet this is the only logical conclusion 
from a doctrine which was very common in the 
Church before the War, and is still regarded by a 
large section of the non-church goers to be the only 
doctrine taught by it. Let us hope that such as 
still hold that doctrine will learn the error of their 
ways. 

Equally unreasonable is the doctrine which is 
sometimes put forward in popular magazines and 
journals, namely, that the soldier who has un- 
doubtedly led a pretty wicked life but who happens 
to stop a bullet whilst sitting round the dixie 
having tea is in virtue of that accident entitled as 
a right to enter at once into the full citizenship of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Both these views, which seem to me to be the 
two common ones — the former being the view often 
preached from the pulpit — the latter being the 
view often preached from the Press — seem to me 
to be utterly immoral and lacking in support, 
either from the Word of God or the doctrines of 
the Catholic Church. 

Once get rid, however, of the notion that as soon 
as a man is dead the book is closed, that all further 
progress is impossible, that there is no place for 
repentance after death, get rid of this doctrine I 
say, and the whole problem admits of a solution 
consonant both with our sense of justice and 
Christian truth. 

Surely it is beyond all question that our moral 
sense demands that a soldier, the offer of whose 
life is accepted by Almighty God, shall not for 
this heroism receive aught but what is good. 
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" Verily, verily I say unto you, he that loses his 
life for My Name's sake, the same shall find it." 
Again, " There is no man that hath left father or 
mother, wife and home for My Name's sake, but 
he shall receive in the world to come life everlast- 
ing." It is for His Name's sake the soldier dies. 
These promises were it is true addressed to the 
Disciples, but God is no respecter of persons, and 
He does not promise to one what He is not pre- 
pared to give to all. Neither are these texts out of 
harmony with Christ's main teaching. His whole 
Gospel seems to me to say that, despite all appear- 
ances, the only thing that redly harms a man is 
sin. " Fear not them that kill the body and can- 
not touch the soul." This is addressed not to the 
chosen few but to the world at large, and seems to 
me to mean assuredly " Don't mind the Germans, 
because they cannot do you any harm." There- 
fore they can't cast your soul into hell, because 
hell is harmful. 

This doctrine may not tell us everything ; it does 
seem to me to tell us enough. It does put a check 
on those clergy who really do a great deal of harm 
by preaching that a soldier is not fit to go into 
battle unless he has repented of his sins. Many 
unrepentant sinners have proved quite clearly that 
the nation cannot get on without them. This does 
not of course mean that repentance is not an 
essential of Christianity. It is — but there is no 
reason to believe that God denies in the next 
world an opportunity for penitence to those who 
through their own heroism have cut short their 
chance on earth. In England at any rate the 
abuses of the doctrines of Prayer for the Dead 
and the intermediate state which prevailed just 



Digitized by 



58 THE GOD OF BATTLES 

before the Reformation belong now to a bygone 
age, nor can I see how apart from a belief in some 
form of both these doctrines we can answer at all 
this question which to-day demands a solution. 

For my own part it has always seemed to me that 
in the raising of Lazarus our Lord Himself taught 
us to pray for the dead. Nor can I see anything 
in a doctrine of an intermediate state where 
repentance and progress are possible that in any 
way conflicts with the teaching of the Bible, even 
if as some argue it is not contained therein (i Peter 
iii. 19). Almost every chaplain in France does in 
point of fact pray very definitely and explicitly 
for the dead, and the nation at home is slowly 
learning to lay aside the last relics of the prejudice 
which alone opposes it. Let us hope that not the 
least of the blessings which this cruel War will 
bring in its train, will be the restoration to the 
English Prayer Book of that undoubted part of our 
Catholic heritage, because once we have admitted 
it into our theology we can leave our heroic dead 
safe in our Father's hands where the wicked cease, 
not from trouble, but from troubling them, and the 
weary are at rest. R.I.P. 

One word of caution is necessary here. When 
our Lord was confronted with the question : 
" Are there many that shall be saved ? " His reply 
was, " Strive to enter at the narrow gate." Put 
into other words this means : " Don't worry about 
how many there will be in heaven. Content your- 
self with working your hardest to be worthy of it." 
God is indeed merciful, but we certainly are not 
entitled to presume upon His mercy. If, therefore, 
a soldier asks me, " Shall I go to heaven if I am 
killed ? " I can only reply, as I am sure our Lord 
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would have, " Kneel down and say your prayers 
now and fight your hardest when the battle comes. 
Then being safe in the arms of a merciful and loving 
God, you will fight all the better and will not 
worry about what happens to you." The finest 
battle prayer ever written is Lord Nelson's, 
written on the eve before Trafalgar : " Into Thy 
merciful hands I commend my life and the just 
cause I am called on to defend." 
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Here on the threshold of Christian theology, and 
at the conclusion of my ten days' leave, I bring 
my task to a conclusion. Let the reader who has 
followed me thus far take to heart three words of 
warning. 

In the first place, I have not attempted in any 
way to write a summary of the Christian faith. 
Many parts of it I have left untouched. Of these 
the greatest is penitence, that is, humility, which 
seems to me to be the great virtue from lack of 
which Germany started this War, and the great 
test whereby a true Christian may at once be dis- 
tinguished. My task has been simply to try and 
persuade the reader who begins with the idea that 
God is a negligible or unfathomable factor in war, 
that His ideas are mistaken. If he has followed 
me so far as to be convinced in general of the truth 
of the Christian religion he will pursue the rest of 
the road of his own accord. 

Secondly, although it is true that we need the 
help of God to bring this War to a speedy and 
successful conclusion, the reader must beware of 
falling into the trap that he can adopt religion 
merely as a means to this end. God refuses to be 
served for hire. We all in our hearts know this. 
The Devonshire farmer, who on his death-bed had 
with great difficulty becfn persuaded to forgive his 
one remaining enemy, the farmer next door who 
had stolen his pig, in the hopes that he himself 
60 
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might thereby be forgiven, and who then looked 
up and said, " If us bain't be gwain to die, twill all 
be the same as twas before, won't it, sir ? " had not 
got a very adequate understanding of the Christian 
faith. 

Once we are really committed to it we shall never 
wish to lay it aside, and perhaps we shall need it 
in the days after the War as much as we assuredly 
do now. In this hope lies the one certain guarantee 
that the best of our nation's manhood shall not 
have shed their life-blood in vain. 

Thirdly, let me repeat that nothing I have 
written in this book is meant in any sense of the 
word as a glorification of war, either for its own 
sake or because it offers a better opportunity of 
true Christian discipleship than the days of peace. 
It does not. Christianity is just as much an urgent 
national need in peace as in war, and only in the 
peace of a really Christian home does it show its 
perfect glory. But the voice of War is more 
raucous than the voice of Peace, because for each 
omission we must pay in the coin of precious lives, 
and its demands appear more urgent and more 
compelling for this reason. Religion is congenial 
to war, not war congenial to religion ; and despite 
all the horrors I have seen I am still convinced 
that there are states which God hates more than 
He hates war, because they are more sinful. Of 
such states, even if the Godless state of Europe in 
the summer of 1914 were not one, which it is quite 
arguable it was, at any rate any state of Europe 
which left Prussian militarism still rampant would 
assuredly be. That is why it is our duty as 
Christians to fight our hardest, for so, and only 
so, can come " the Peace of God/' 
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Lastly, this book is, as we said, intended as a 
practical, not as an intellectual treatise. If there- 
fore the reader is sympathetic to the main argu- 
ment, we plead on behalf of the men who fight that 
he will pray for them and the nation every day. 
If he knows of no other prayer, he may perhaps use 
the following : — 

A Prayer for Soldiers 

Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, Who of Thine own 
free will didst for our sakes leave Thy home in 
heaven and become mortal man here on earth, 
that by destroying the works of the devil Thou 
mightest bring peace on earth and good-will 
among men ; Who didst freely suffer heat and cold, 
hunger and thirst, weariness and fatigue, shame 
and reproof ; and yet Who through all wast so 
upheld by Thy faith that Thou wast patient unto 
the end, even the cruel and bitter death of the 
Cross ; Who by Thy death didst overcome death 
and open unto us the gate of everlasting life ; we 
humbly beseech Thee to grant us [and our soldiers] 
Thy help in this our [their] hour of need. We 
[they] too have left our [their] homes in the cause 
of Justice and Right ; we [they] too are often 
tired and often hungry ; grant us [them] therefore, 
blessed Lord, so to be filled with the inspiration of 
Thy faith, and the joy of Thy abiding presence, 
that through all trials and all temptations we [they] 
may pursue the road that leads to true victory and 
true peace ; that we [they] may do this our [their] 
difficult work cheerfully, faithfully and in the end 
victoriously to the honour of Thy Holy Name and 
the good of our fellow-men. In the Name of the 
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Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

[Note. — The substitution of the words in 
brackets make the prayer suitable for the nation 
at home.] 

A Prayer for the Nation and for those who 
have died for it. 

Into the hands of Thy mercy, O Heavenly 
Father, we commend all those who have laid down 
their lives in this War. We do not plead their 
merits, O Lord, for they like we were sinners, but 
we do call to Thy remembrance that they have not 
been ashamed to follow the example of Thy 
Blessed Son in laying down their lives for the good 
of the human race. Grant them therefore in that 
place of rest where the wicked cease from troubling 
them, time for true repentance, and the grace of 
Thy Holy Spirit. Sanctify them in the light of 
Thy truth, and grant that at the last great day, 
when Thou shalt come to judge the world, they 
may be counted worthy to join those who shall hear 
Thy most blessed voice : " Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant. Enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord." 

And grant unto us, O Lord, for whom these men 
have died, that by fighting against the works of 
the Devil in ourselves and in our nation we may 
make our nation more worthy of the sacrifice that 
they have made for us, more worthy of that 
wondrous sacrifice by which the Son of God re- 
deems all those who trust in His most Holy Name. 
Amen. 
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